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Feb. 10, 1998
UM CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENT KILLS WORKER, INJURES ANOTHER
A construction worker was killed Tuesday and another was seriously injured when the
scaffolding they were working on collapsed inside University Theatre at The University of Montana.
Sgt. Charles Gatewood with UM ’s Office of Campus Security said the accident took place
between 9:50 and 10:10 a.m. Workers Keith Dukes and Jeff Ipsen were working atop about 40 feet
of scaffolding when the structure collapsed beneath them.
Dukes was killed by injuries sustained in the accident, according to Willis Hintz, deputy
county coroner.
Ipsen was in critical condition at 2 p.m ., and his condition was still being evaluated at St.
Patrick Hospital in Missoula. Call Pam Sterling at 329-5741 or Joanne Hoven at 329-5742 for
updates on his condition.
The men were employed by Missoula-based Sirius Construction, a company contracted to
renovate University Theatre. Dukes and Ipsen were installing a rigging system for theater lights and
props when the accident took place.
University Theatre will remain closed until investigations, including one by OSHA, are
completed. UM officials also want to ensure the building is safe.
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